Discussion
The semisynthetic ergot derivative nicergoline is an important drug used in dementia and other age associated forms of cognitive impairment [1] . 1-Hydroxymethyl-10a-methoxy-9,10-dihydrolysergol (HMDL), 1-methyl-10a-methoxy-9,10-dihydrolysergol (MeLuol or MMDL), 10a-methoxy-9,10-dihydrolysergol (Luol or MDL) and their respective glucuronides are the human nicergoline metabolites [2] . Due to the extensive first-pass metabolism, nicergoline metabolites contribute also to its pharmacological effect [3] . The conformation of 1-hydroxymethyl-10a-methoxy-9,10-dihydrolysergol (figure, top) is essentially similar to the conformation of 1-methyl-10a-methoxy-9,10-dihydrolysergol moiety in nicergoline [4, 5] . The ergoline A and B rings, forming the indole moiety, are nearly planar (c 2 test values are 7.81 and 5.99, respectively). The dihedral angle between these two planes is 1.46(6)°. Ring C (C3, C4, C5, C10, C11, C16) possesses distorted E 3 conformation (puckering parameters according to Cremer and Pople are Q = 0.509(2) Å, j = -53.1(3)°, q = 128.1(3)°). Ring D (N6, C5, C10, C9, C8, C7) has 4 C1 conformation (Q = 0.578(2) Å, j = 81(3)°, q = 176.4(2)°). The torsion angles about the C/D ring junction C4-C5-C10-C9 and N6-C5-C10-C11 are -176.4(2)°a nd -176.5(1)°, respectively. Two hydrogen bonds were found O21-H211···N6(x+½,-y-½,-z) and O18-H181···O21(x-½, -y+½,-z) both along a axis and cross-linking the parallel chains each other forming infinite sheets in (001) plane (figure, bottom). 
